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This huakaʻi reaffirmed the kuleana we have as a lāhui to have aloha ʻāina as our kahua. In my 
work capacity, I see how important our kulana is to hold these spaces and be placeholders, while 
advocating for our rights, protections, and overall healing. 
 
 In my capacity as a kanaka, I think ʻanakala aliʻi put it best, "riding off moʻolelo from kupuna 
and you come up here and it all unfolds again." It's that reawakening of what is innate in all of 
us.... to mālama, to be about it, relearn, unlearn, and holomua me ka pono. I'm forever in awe of 
our delicate relationship. 
 
With ʻāina and how we can hoʻomau through all that has happened, is here, and is yet to come. i 
see how intentional this team is with all the papale we all wear and how aloha moves us for the 
best. We have a lot of work ahead, but if we can honor our lāhui and paeʻāina hawaiʻi (and 
world) the way we aloha and revere our kupuna and kupuna islands in all that we say and do, 
then we are that much more ahead on the journey. Normalization of these ways of life - through 
huakaʻi, kilo, science, research, moʻolelo, etc. - will continue to be key components as we 
ʻauamo and carefully pass on and share manaʻo and ʻike to the hanauna.  
 
ʻŌlelo noʻeau 759 says, "hele pū no me ka lima." When traveling, take the hands along. The 
phrase can speak to us as those who say yes to all that is encompassed in a huakaʻi. I can only 
hope that whatever I share can resonate in others and continue to build and mend pilina among 
hui and i individuals. I'm so grateful for being a part of this one. mahalo iā ʻoukou. 
 
 
 


